Q: How do I find out where Class I wetlands are located?
A: Wetlands currently designated as Class I are shown on the Vermont Wetlands Inventory Map, at
http://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/WetlandProjects/default.html and are listed in the Vermont
Wetland Rules. Other wetlands may be designated as Class I in the future. If you’re curious about a
particular wetland, contact the Vermont Wetlands Program to determine if it may be a candidate for
Class I status. If a wetland on your property is proposed for Class I status, you will be notified.
Q: I’m a landowner, with a Class I wetland on or adjacent to my property. How does this
affect me?

Want to help us
protect
Class I Wetlands?
Here are some ways to get
involved:

•

Volunteer to distribute
outreach materials

•

Check the Tactical Basin
Plan for your area, and
let us know of any potential Class I candidates

•
•

Attend a wetland workshop
Participate
meeting

in

a

public

To request info or learn about
upcoming opportunities, contact the Vermont Wetlands
Program:

A: You may still enjoy the recreational opportunities, open space the wetland offers, maintain exsiting buildings and roads, and your property boundaries will not be impacted in any way. However, if
you intend to develop, clear, fill, dredge, or otherwise modify your land, you should plan ahead to
ensure your project falls outside the boundaries of the wetland and its buffer. If you cannot avoid
impacting the wetland, the project is unlikely to be authorized. Wetland permits are often issued for
private projects impacting Class II wetlands and their buffers, but Class I permits for wetland impacts will only be issued to meet a compelling public need to support public health or safety. Class
I buffer permits are treated the same as Class II, but the buffer zone is expanded by 50 ft.
Q: What would be “a compelling public need to protect public health or safety?”
A: An example would be the upgrade of a failing bridge crossing a Class I wetland on an existing
public roadway. Locating a storage facility in a Class I wetland would not be considered a compelling public need.
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Q: I’m a farmer. Will I be able to farm within a Class I wetland or buffer?
A: The growing of food or crops is exempt from the Vermont Wetland Rules, provided the land has
been continuously in ordinary rotation as of February 23, 1990. This applies to both Class I and II
wetlands. So if you have always cropped an area to be designated, you will be able to continue to
grow food there. You would not be able to convert non-cropped Class I wetland for farming and
building a structure would require a permit.



Q: Is timber harvesting and associated land use allowed in Class I wetlands and buffers?



A: Yes, certain silvicultural activities are considered allowed uses and may be done in both Class I
and II wetlands and their buffers without a permit; however, all silvicultural activities occurring
within a Class I wetland must comply with a plan approved in writing by the VT Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation.

Water Storage for
Flood Water &
Storm Runoff
Surface & Ground
Water Protection



Fish Habitat

Q: Are Class I wetlands open to the public for recreation?



Wildlife Habitat

A: Class I designation does not preclude property rights. Landowners may still post their land even
if it is designated Class I. If you wish to visit a Class I wetland, be sure to find out about any restrictions as it may or may not be open for the public or certain uses may be prohibited.



Exemplary Wetland

Q: How does reclassification provide additional protection and improvement to the wetland functions?
A: Increasing the permitting standard to Class I will decrease the encroachments allowed within the
wetland to only those that are necessary for public health or safety. Increasing the buffer zone
would limit the growth of development of the 100 ft perimeter of the wetland. Studies have shown
that buffer zones of varying widths are important to maintain or enhance wetland function. This is
especially true for wildlife habitat. Portions of Class I wetlands or adjacent wetlands in need of restoration would be more eligible for State restoration funds.

Wetlands are special ecosystems that provide
critical environmental functions and social
values. The State of Vermont protects significant wetlands with the goal of preserving
their functions and values (see sidebar) for
the benefit of the environment and the general public. The State goal is to have no net
loss of wetland.

Wetlands are ranked in

three classes according to the significance of
functions and values they provide.

Class I Wetlands are exceptional or irreplaceable in

their contribution

lands are so exceptional and irreplaceable,
these wetlands are given the highest level of
protection where regulated activities are only
allowed for public health or safety reasons.
Read more to learn how Class I designation affects land use in Vermont wetlands.

Rare, Threatened, &
Endangered Species
Habitat (RTE)
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