MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE SHELBURNE BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY. CHANGES, IF
ANY, WILL BE RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD.

TOWN OF SHELBURNE
BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF MEETING
June 24, 2019
MEMBERS PRESENT:

ADMINISTRATION:
OTHERS PRESENT:

DRAFT
Tom Little (Chair); Peter Gadue, Lee Suskin, Jennifer
Leopold, Mary Kehoe, Bill Deming, Laura GannonMurakami, David Webster, Joan Lenes, Cate Cross, Jerry
Storey, Mike Donohue, Randy Rowland
Diana Vachon, Town Clerk;
Chris Pratt, Appellant, Sean Moran, Vivian Jordan, Sandy
Combs

1.
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Tom Little called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
February 11, 2019
Chair Little recommended to defer minutes to next meeting scheduled for July 8,
2019. Hearing no objections, approval of the February 11, 2019 minutes are
deferred to the next meeting.
3.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Chair Little stated a reminder that Public Comments are for general issues not already
listed on the agenda. Tonight’s meeting is a hearing on a tax appeal. The Board
understands there are one or two Lakeview owners that would like to be heard regarding
the appeal, who are not the appellant. Any comments made now need to address separate
matters.
Mr. Moran, President of the Lakeview Cooperative, said that he would like to educate the
Board on how the cooperative is set up. He submitted a letter to clerk and was told it was
not shared with the Board. Chair Little stated that in his opinion and the opinion of Town
Attorney Brian Monahan, the grievance appeal law does not permit the Board to hear
from third parties who have not been called by either the appellant or the assessor,
because we need to protect the appellant’s rights to due process. It’s difficult to determine
whether or not the presentation would violate the appellant’s rights to due process. Mr.
Moran said the presentation is regarding the Park as whole and how it and all 64
homesteads are following the law. Chair Little replied, if there is a difference of opinion
as to how the town is taxing the Park, the assessor and the appellant may call witnesses at
the evidentiary hearing.

4.
OPPORTUNITY TO DISCLOSE CONFLICTS OF INTEREST FOR THE
BCA MEMBERS
Chair Little asked the Board if anyone had any conflicts of interest to disclose at this
time. Chair Little disclosed that he owned and sold a home in the park before the
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cooperative was formed. He extended a mortgage to the new owner, which comes due
next February 2020. This property was not either property being appealed today. Chair
Little feels that he may still be objective in this hearing. No one on the Board expressed
disagreement. Clerk Vachon disclosed that she has read the letter Mr. Moran submitted
and recuses herself from voting on the matter due this ex-parte communication. Mr
Suskin asked if this property is related to the Champlain Valley Land Trust. Mr. Pratt
stated no. Mr. Suskin stated he has no conflict of interest.
5. HEARING TAX APPEALS FOR 132 AND 142 PENNY LANE
Chair Little led the discussion. We may need to put together a site visit of three or more
Board members who will draft a report to be submitted after the full evidentiary hearing.
All parties agreed to meet on Monday July 8th at 7 PM in Meeting Rm 1 for the
evidentiary hearing. The Board agreed to meet on August 5th at 7 PM in Meeting Rm 1
for the follow up meeting. Chair little confirmed at the July 8th meeting, the Board will
first hear testimony for the appeal from 7 PM to 7:30 PM. At 7:30 PM the Board will
review the checklist.
6.
OTHER BUSINESS
The Board discussed the duties of reviewing the checklist. A subcommittee met to
discuss the best way to review the checklist. Clerk Vachon will send around two lists: one
to review voters to be challenged and the second is the list of voters marked to be purged.
Please review these lists and be prepared to discuss them on July 8th after the evidentiary
hearing.
7. OATH AND OVERVIEW STATEMENT FROM MR. PRATT
The Board returned to the appeal hearing at the request of Mr. Pratt so that he could read
his Overview Statement into the record. Chair Little administered the oath to Mr. Pratt.

Mr. Pratt submitted a memo, an Overview Statement, and photo. He wanted his
Overview Statement read into the record:

SHELBURNE BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY

6/24/19

PAGE 3

8.
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION by Pete Gadue SECOND by David Webster, to adjourn the meeting.
VOTING: unanimous; motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM.
Respectfully submitted: Diana Vachon, Town Clerk

